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What Drives Immigrant
Growth in Washington
State?

The value of immigrant workers
in Washington State
“Washington’s economy lives and breathes through
agriculture, an industry in which at least 60 percent of its
labor force is immigrant labor.”
“The value of the hand harvested fruit industry exceeds
$1.6 billion a year.”
“We are one of the top five states in the country in farm
worker employment. And key crops, like our apples and
cherries, are heavily dependent on migrant and
seasonal farm workers.”
-- Governor Christine Gregoire
letter to U.S. Senator Patty Murray
March 31, 2006

Washington State’s
Agricultural Productivity
Rank in
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Dollar value

U.S.
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to WA State

2007
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2007

Red Raspberries

1

90.9

$27.9 million

Hops

1

77.3

$128.2 million

Apples

1

57.3

$1.75 billion

Sweet Cherries

1

51.3

$327.1 million *

Pears

1

46.1

$178.2 million

Concord Grapes

1

45.6

$172.2 million **

Asparagus

2

27.0

$17.8 million

CROP

• all cherries
• ** all grapes
Source: USDA, National Agriculture Statistics Service, 2007 Production

Expanding Access to Higher Education
and Citizenship
Strategy 1
In-state tuition for undocumented students

In-state tuition for undocumented students in
Washington State
House Bill 1079

Signed by Governor Gary Locke, May 2003
Enables undocumented students to pay in-state tuition
to attend Washington colleges and universities.

HB 1079: Access to Higher Education


HB 1079 Eligibility



Lived in Washington State for 3 years
immediately before receiving a high school
diploma or a general equivalent degree (GED).



Completed full senior year at a Washington high
school.



Continuously resided in Washington since
earning the high school diploma or GED.

HB 1079: Access to Higher Education
HB 1079 students must:
1. Meet eligibility requirements (see
prior slide).
2. Submit an admissions
application to any Washington
State pubic institution of higher
education
3. Submit the House Bill 1079
Affidavit (shown) along with each
college application
Note: HB 1079 does not change a
student’s legal status, nor does it
make the students for state or
federal financial aid.

Washington Higher Education Residency
Affidavit/Declaration/Certification
Effective July 1, 2003, Washington state law changed the definition of “resident.” The
law makes certain students, who are not permanent residents or citizens of the United
States, eligible for resident student status
-and eligible to pay resident tuition rates
-when
they attend public colleges and universities in the state. The law does not make these
students eligible to receive need -based state or federal financial aid. To qualif
y for
resident status, students must complete this affidavit/declaration/certification if they are
not permanent residents or citizens of the United States but have met the following
conditions:
Resided in Washington State for three (3) years immediately
prior to receiving a high
school diploma, and completed the full senior year at a Washington high school,
or
Completed the equivalent of a high school diploma and resided in Washington state for
the three (3) years immediately before receiving the equival
ent of the diploma,
and
Continuously resided in the state since earning the high school diploma or its equivalent.

________________________________________
_____________________
Print full name
Date of birth
(mo/day/yr)

______________________ __________________
Student Identification Number (if available)
Relationship to college or university: __Applicant

__ Current Student

I certify that:
I will file an application to become a permanent resident of the United States as soon as I
am eligib le to apply. I am also willing to engage in activities designed to prepare me for
citizenship, including citizenship and civics review courses.
I certify or declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington that
the foregoing is true and correct.

_____________________
_

Affidavit available at www.leapwa.org

Expanding Access to Higher
Education and Citizenship
Strategy 2
• Enable undocumented students to be eligible for
state funded financial aid to attend college.
• Eligible students are those who qualify for instate tuition under HB 1079
• HB 1706 introduced in 2009; 2010?
• See Policy Brief

Expanding Access to Higher
Education and Citizenship
Strategy 3
• Pass the DREAM Act as a first step in
immigration reform.

Barack Obama on the
DREAM Act
“One last point I want to make on the immigration issue because
we may be moving to different topics—something that we can do
immediately that I think is very important is to pass the DREAM
Act, which allows children who, through no fault of their own, are
here but have essentially grown up as Americans.
“Allow them the opportunity for higher education. I do not want two
classes of citizens in this country. I want everybody to prosper.
That’s going to be a top priority.”
-- Presidential candidate, Barack Obama, during
his debate with Senator Hillary Clinton,
University of Texas, February 21, 2008.
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The American DREAM Act (HR 1275)
If approved by the U.S. Congress and President Bush, the American DREAM
Act would grant temporary legal residency to undocumented students who
graduate from high school, allowing them to live and work in the U.S. legally.
To be eligible, students must:
• Have lived in the U.S. for at least 5 years;

• Been brought to the U.S. at the age of 15 or younger;
• Be of good moral character.
Within six years of obtaining temporary legal residency, to be considered
for permanent legal residency (and citizenship) a student must:
• Graduate from a two-year college; or,
• Complete two years towards a four-year degree; or,
• Serve in the U.S. military for 2 years.

Contact Information
ALIANZA—a coalition of student organizations
Luís Ortega, ortegs@u.washington.edu

Latino/a Educational Achievement Project—a
statewide non-profit organization
Ricardo Sanchez, rsanchez@leapwa.org

